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By JOHN BENNETT 


1^ Going Public 


WASHINGTON — American taxpayers 
are about to start learning whether their 
two-year, $5-miIlion investigation hM 
tnmed up any evidence to fully explain 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

The House Assassinations Committee 
opens its first week of public hearings 
Monday morning amid predictions that 
. the whole thing will prove a bust 

The IS months of secret probing will 
suddenly go public'on national television 
to painfully remind us all of a shocking 
American tragedy that occurred, in Mem- 
phis on the night of April 4, 1968. 

Skeptics, including many members of 
Congress, say nothing will be produced by 
’ ihe King investigating subcommittee, that 
investigators will have labored mightily, 
but to no avail, to unearth a conspiracy.’ 

There are otherl) including Mrs. Coretta 

Scott King, widow of the slain civU rights 
leader, who said only last week she has 
faith something positive for America will 
come from the public hearings. 

(The hearings will be televised on public 
television station WKNO, Channel 10, from 

8 to 11 a.m. on Wednesday and .Thursday 
and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fri^y. Public 


But what investigators really want is the 
live testimony of Ray in the small, heavily- 
guarded committee room next week on 
Capitol Hill. . ( • 

Investigators plainly want it known the 
.public hearing is not a “trial,” but a 
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radio station WKNO-FM (91.1) will broad- 
cast the hearings from 8 to 11 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday. 

The key to the investigation is James 
Earl Ray, who on March 19, .1969, pleaded 
guilty to murder in exchange for a 99-year 
sentence, but objected to the state of Ten- 
nessee’s “no conspiracy” theory. 

Ray is scheduled to appear under heavy 
guard to testify on Wednesday. 

Will Ray talk, investigators ask, or will 
his attorney, Mark Lane, pull some last- 
minute surprise to foil the probe? 

“We can bring him here and sit him 



King Killing Inquiry ! 1 
To Get Public Aiding 

.. ,, „ : graphsoftheKingdeath,butonlymedical 

iihistrations. because. “Crass exploitation 


• (Continued from Page 1) Stations, because. “Crass exploitation 

Ti.. i.nk . trial for King’s killer left In a briefing with tbe press, a key inves- 

frustrated andiSehearing can tigator said last week, “If you cover m 
^ew^^rfttS^d one Investigator, fairly and. we do our job Properly, 

^SreareotberswbofeartbepubUc, the Americ^ people ^^vemop^^- 

beS are very likely to do notbmg nii^ to “«he up tbe« own minds about 

mOTeXm simply raise more questions., wbat happened to King, 
“rte'^lwtoafmanyoftbebominittee, The official explanation is that King wm 

Um^^ toclSing Democratic Rep. shot dead in Memphis by Itey acting^one 
Ito^^ord of Mempto - are certain a. The State of TennessM said ^y °?e 
SZtaCT eS to King’s death, and shot from the second story a 

?h^tS™^^tovolved : Memphis rooming house, which struck 

^Foril^Lkthefirst questionsMonday King who was ^dtog on toe Mwny of 

IS «« « «» 

: The real probe of the involvement of ta^g, and then drove off. That’s toe official 
public agencies— including toe Memphis explanation. 

police— is not scheduled until toe second within 24 hours, Atty. Gen. Ramsey 
..part of toe hearing to November. announced toere was “no evidence 

'Ford’s questioning of Abernatoy is to conspiracy.” , , 

“Kttoestage”oftoosepasttembleevents The lone assassin conclusion left mu- 

• by drawing America back to toe tumultous jiojjj of Americans wondering. 

events leading to King’s death. Ho^ did Ray acquire toe money he 

There are those who will be monitoring Where did he acquire toe alia^ 

the hearings who are fearful that mem- Canadian passport he used to his 

bers of Congress will be too concerned, jo Europe? Why would he even 

with toe “narrative” of toe tragedy, and jjjjjjj. jg murder Dr. I^g? 
hot give enough intelligent attention to j^^g„,thy, former 'ehairman of the 

watchdogs is toe “Assassina- Southern Ch^ 

tioT&iationBurMU’’ofWatoinron ^d^g to K 

whose views of aU toe recent American rounding Md lM^ explain 

assassinations tend toward coMpira^. ^ ^as What did he re- 

. Bweaumembersmakesometoteresting h 

“We don’t want to hear three hours of did he get to Memphis and fina y o 
mce V’t really deprive Americans ^ed 


evidence u __ . . 

of the truth- 

Timhers won’t shOW photo- 


the hearing room unaer vcijr 

to h“gin the probe of who actually killed 


